
VOLUME 10 NO. 2 

SPRING EGG HUNT 
Saturday, April 3 

10 a.m. SHARP! 
Field House Park 
1 000 S. 220th St. 

Age Groups 
1-3 years 
4-7 years 

8-10 years 

Come join this traditional mad 
dash for candy and prizes at the Des 
Moines Field House Park! Chi ldren 
ages 1 - 10 can fi ll their basket or 
bag with candy a nd pr izes while 
hunting for specia l "prize" eggs. 
Don't forget to bring a $1 dona tion 
for t he Des Moines Pa rk & 
Recreation schola rship program or 
one non-perishable food item for the 
Greater Des Moines Food Ban k. 
Call (206) 870-6527 for information. 

Sponsors ore: Des Moines Parks and Recreatron, 
\Vmdermere Real Estate, Des Moines Chamber of 
Commerce, ']}ansnatron Title & Escrow, M&T 
Mortgage, Hudson's Dcsrgner Portrart Images, 
Children's Bookshop & Teaching S upplies and 
Mary Kay Cosmetrcs. 
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APRIL 1999 

Monthly Neighborhood Meetings Planned 

T he City of Des Moines again wi ll 
conduct outdoor neighborhood 
meeti ngs in selected a reas be

ginning in April. Residents will be no-
tifi ed by mail and by a flyer left on 
their door. 

The meetings a re held to give resi
dents the opportunity to gather to
gether as a group and discuss neigh
borhood concerns with City officials. 
Topics in last year's meetings included 
traffic, potholes, storm dra inage, and 
public safety. The Police Department 
Mobi le Police Van is stationed at the 
meeting site. 

City Departments 
Move Into New Building 

The Des Moines City Hall renova
tion and expansion project is almost 
fi nished. The Court Clerk's office, the 
Legal Depart ment and the Community 
Development Department have moved 
into their offices in the newly con
structed building, whjch was bujlt on 
the site of the former police sta tion . 
Community Development, which pro
vides building permits and zoning in
formation , was temporari ly located in 
a former medi cal clinic at 805 S. 219th 
St. 

The construction project included 
new office space an d upgraded t he old
er buildings with life-safety improve
ments. The $1.6 mi ll ion proj ect was 
fund ed t hrough councilmanic bonds, 

Last year's neighborhood meetings 
were mostly well-attended. Residents 
seemed to enjoy the opportunity to 
meet t heir neighbors and discuss com
mon concerns with City officia ls. 

The neighborhood meetings began 
with five meetings in 1997. 
Neighborhoods that hosted meetings 
last year will not have another meet
ing in 1999; however those neighbor
hoods that had meetings in 1997 may 
again h ost meetings in 1999. The 
meetings will be held monthly through 
mid-October. Watch for announce
ments of locations . 

The entrance to the City Services Center, 
at 21630 11th Aue. S . has been recon· 
structed. 

which are repaid from the City's gen
eral fund. No new taxes or fees were 
required to fund this project. 

Citizens are welcome to stop by and 
visit the City's refurbished City Ha ll. 
"Thank you" to Des Moines citizens 
and businesses for your patience dur
ing construction! 

Senior-Commup.ity 
Center Bond Issue 

Not Approved 

The March 9 bond issue for t he proposed new 
Senior-Community Cen ter fail ed to receive re
quired voter approval. A total of 6, 707 votes were 
cast, which was enough to validate the mail-in 
election. The measure received 54% approval; 
60% approval is required. 
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DES MOINES DIRECTORY 

City Hall , 21630 II th Ave. S. 
206-878-4595 

Business Hours: M onday - Friday 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Citv Council - 206-878-4595 
Scott Thoma~.>0n, Mayor 
Terry Brazil. Mayo• ProTem 
Dave Kaplan 
Bob Sheck ler 
Dan Sherman 
Gary Towe 
Don Wasson 

City Offices 
City Atlorney ....... 206-870-6553 
City Clerk .......... 206-878-4595 
City Manager ...... . 206-870-654 1 
Comm. Development .206-878-8626 
Engineering ..... . . . . 206-870-6522 
Finance Director .. . .. 206-870-65 12 
Marina . ... . .... ... 206-824-5700 
Municipal Court .. ... 206-878-4597 
Parks . ............. 206-870-6556 
Pol ice Department .... 206-878-330 I 
Public Works . . . ..... 206-870-6559 
Recreation .. .. ...... 206-870-6527 
Senior Services ...... 206-878- 1642 

O ther Numbers 
Emergency .. ... . ......... . . 91 1 
Fire (non-emergency) .206-878-221 0 
Police (non-emergency) 206-878-330 1 
Field House . . ... .... 206-870-6527 
Library .... . ... . ... 206-824-6066 
Marina ... ... . . . .. . 206-824-5700 
City Job Line .... .. . 206-870-6593 

Visit the City's web site 
The City of Des Moines offers in

formation about City government 
over the In ternet. The City's web 
site offer s information about elected 
officials, upcom ing meetings, min
utes from previous meetings a nd ac
cess to the Des Moines Municipal 
Code, as well as links to other offi
cials , agencies and information. The 
address is: 

www.c i .des-moines . wa. us 

Otters Being Removed From Marina 

Over the past several years, river 
otters have become an increas
ing problem at the Des Moines 

Marina. Mild weather last year r e
sulted in a sharp increase in the otter 
population wi th about 30 of the crea
tures living at t he marina. 

The otters chewed up the foa m un
der the mar ina docks and fl oats and 
ma de messes on the docks and peo
ple's boats. They a re par t icu larly at
t racted to nylon and ma rked thei r ter
ri tory on coiled ropes and indoor-out
door carpeti ng on boats. 
Ha rbormaste r J oe Dusenbury d e
scribed th e marina as an "otter 's 
Disn eyla nd". 

At first marina tenan ts were reluc
tant to do anything a bout t he problem 
since they didn't wa nt to harm the an
imals, but Marina personnel and ten
ants together decided it was time to 
take action as the number of otters 
g rew. With the assis tance of a wi ld li fe 
exper t, ma rina pe rsonnel set live 
t raps on th e docks a nd have been abl e 

to catch 14 otters . The unhar m ed an
imals were tran sported to the 
N isqually flats where th ey were re
leased . The ten a nts associati on 
helped pay the costs of t rapping and 
transporting the animal s . 

Dusenbury says the trapping is 
starting to have a posit ive effect with 
a reduction in otter s ight ings and ev i
de nce from the an ima ls left on the 
docks a nd boats. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT -, 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
TIP FOR APRIL 

The Des Moines Police Department encourages 
you to take some time th is month to <.:r eate a Family 
Emergency Plan. A Fami ly Emergency Pl a n should 
consist of, but not be limited to: 

1. Telephone contacts in a nd out of state. fAMUY [MEJISENCY mm®NfSS 
2. A fami ly reun ion location in you r neighborhood 

a nd out s ide of the neighborhood. 
3. Decide what to do with your animals in case of an evacuation. 

In add ition , consider organizing a n emergency kit which s hou ld includ e many 
basic items such as food , water, clothing, first a id items, tool s, bedding a nd a ny 
other specia l items you might need. Remember to store at least a th ree day sup
ply of food and water. Don't forget special needs such as m edications, pet sup
plies a nd entertainment. 

For more complete information on a Family Emergency Plan a nd kit , you can 
s top by the Des Moines Police Station or call (206) 870-7619 to ha ve t he infor
mation mailed to you . 

IT'S EASY TO START A BLOCK WATCH 
Are you inter ested in making your neighborhood safer? Are you interested~·r 

meetin g your neighbors? Consider starting a Block Watch group in your nei 
borhood. All it takes is a phone call to your loca l Police Depa r tment and a wi 
ingness to meet people . To find out about start ing or joining an existing Block 
Watch in your neigh borhood, call t he Des Moines Police Department at (206) 878-
3301. 



pring Clean Collection Event 
APRIL 28 - APRIL 30 

In honor of Ea r th Day 1999, the City of Des Moines and SeaTac 
Disposal ar e providing a SPECIAL SPRING CLEAN COLLECTION 
EVENT. 

SeaTac Disposal will collect garbage , recyclable materials , and yard 
waste placed a t the curb on your r egular garbage collection day be
tween Wednesday, April 28 and Friday, Apri l 30, 1999, at no charge. 
Collection will s tart at 7 a.m. a nd trucks will come by only once. 

Tagged bulky items (sofas, appliances, and other items weighing 
over 60 lbs. ) will only be collected on Monday, April 26 or Tuesday, 
Apri l 27. A sm all fee for the bulky items must be pre-paid through Des 
Moines Community Development at 21630 11th Ave . S ., Suite D, by 
April 23. 

OLLECTION WILL BE ON YOUR REGULAR 
ARBAGE PICKUP DAY April 28 th rough April 30. This 

• REE collection even t is avai lable only to single family res
idences, duplexes, triplexes, a nd four-plexes within the City 
of Des Moin es. Appliances and other bulky items will be 
picked up for a s ma ll fee on April 26 or 27 . You do not need 
to be a cus tomer of SeaTac Disposal to pa r ticipate. 

PLEASE FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW: 

v Materia ls must be sor ted wi t h sepa rate piles fo r garbage, 
recyclables and yard waste; 
v Tires will not be picked up; 
v Materials mus t be placed in con tainers (i.e. bags, boxes, 
cans, etc), clearly la be led and weigh ing less than 60 lbs. 
v All mate ria ls must be placed at curbside no la ter tha n 7 
a .m. on t he day of service; 
v Yard waste must be bundled with natural twine or placed 
in a labeled container, can , box, or biodegradabl e bag (plas
tic bags will not be picked up) a nd weigh no more t han 60 
lbs.; 
v Picku p of bulky items weighing over 60 lbs. must be pre
paid. Purchase your tag by Apri l 23 at Des Moines 
Community Development, 21630 11 th Ave. S., Suite D. 
v Absolutely no hazardous waste items 
or t heir containers will be collected . 
Hazardous waste includes paints, 
solvents, pesticides, motor oil , a n
tifreeze, an d batteries. Save these 
mater ials fo r drop off a t t he 
Household Hazardous Waste- mo
bile. For a schedule call 296-4692 or 
1- 00-RECYCLE. 

APPLIANCES/BULKY ITEMS 
Set tagged a ppliances and other bulky 

items at the curb by 7 a .:n. on April 26 (fo r 
collection on April 26 or 27 ). Tags for refrig
erators, freezers and air conditioners cost 
$35 because they contain harmful gases 
that can damage the ozone if not disposed of 
properly. For a ll other appliances and fu r
ni t ure, the fee is $15. All appliances wi ll be 
recycled. Tags can be purchased sta rting 
April 5 at Des Moin es Commu nity 
Development located at 21630 11th Ave S, Suite D between 
8 a .m. and 4:30p.m. Call (206) 870-7576 with a ny ques
tions . 

NO LOOSE MATERIAL OR HAZARDOUS WASTE WILL 
BE COLLECTED! For more information on t he Spring 
Clean , ca ll SeaTac Disposa l Company's Residen tial 
Customer Service number, 1-800-221-4508. 

Wastemobile Well Used 
The Household Hazardous Wastemobile served a to

tal of 449 vehicles duri ng the six days in J anuary 1999 
it was stationed a t the Des Moines Ma rina. 
Approximately 21 tons of hazardous materia l were col
lected filling 190 55-gallon drums. Due to th is high lev
el of pa rticipation , the Wastemobile will cer tainly return 
to the Des Moines Marina for another collection event. 
Please watch for future notices of t he Wastemobile 
schedule. 
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LOOKING BACK 
From "One H undred Years of the Waterland Community " 

by Richard Kennedy and Grechen Schmidt 

ORIGIN OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 

DES MOINES 
The City of Des Moines was named 

in 1889 for the Des Moines City 
Improvement Company, which in turn 
had been named by one of its princi
pals for his home town in Iowa. 

FEDERAL WAY 
Pacific Highway South was fi

nanced by U.S. government funds and 
hence publicized as a ''federal high
way." A new school along t he route 
was named Federal Way Senior High 
School, and , in turn, t he surrounding 
community subsequently adopted the 
name. 

Flat-bottom boats used to cruise the 
Green River. 

GREEN RIVER 
The river begins in Southeast King 

County near Green Pass. From there 
it flows west through Auburn, then 
north through Kent to join the Cedar 
River at Black River junction forming 
the Duwamish River. It was named in 
pioneer days because both the water 
and the canyon it passes through is 
green. 

MCSORLEY 
CREEK 

This s mall creek empties into 
Puget Sound at Saltwater State Park. 
At one time it was called Smith Creek· 
it was renamed in 1988 by the De~ 
Moines City Council fo r J ames 
McSorley who homesteaded the prop
erty in the 1880s. 

NORMANDY PARK 
Originally called Miller 's Beach af

ter an early settler, the a rea was de
veloped in the late 1920's by the 
Seattle-Tacoma Land Company, which 
so named the community in keeping 
with the promotiona l plan s to restrict 
residentia l construction to French 
Normandy architecture. 

NORTH HILL 
So named because of its location on 

a hill north of the centra l business dis
t rict of Des Moines. It was originally 
known as Swede Hill being so named 
after its fi rst residents. 

REDONDO 
Originally called Stone's Landjng 

and subsequently Stones after S.P. 
Stone, who settled ther e in 1872. 
When Stones converted itself in to 
Puget Sound's amusement center in 
1904, t he name was changed to capi
ta lize on the reputation of California's 
amusement park town of Redondo 
Beach . 

ZENITH 
So named because of its position on 

the top of a hill. The residents chose 
this na me after voting down the na me 
of South Des Moines when the com
munity secured its own post office, 
separate from the Des Moines Post 
Office, in 1906. 

Residents preferred the name 
"Zenith"ouer "South Des Moines." 

SENIOR CITIZEN NEWS 

WATERLAND '99 
ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR 

.I 

Applications ar e now being accept
ed for the 1999 Waterland Arts and 
Crafts Fair to be held Friday, July 23 
through Ju ly 25 in Des Moines. All 
arts and crafts are juried; applications 
must include photos or slides of the 
items to be sold. All items must be 
hand made and non-mass produced. 
To receive an application , please call 
the Des Moines Senior Center, (206) 
878-1642. 

VOLUNTEER 
TRANSPORTATION 

Senior Services Volunteer Trans
portation Program and Des Moines 
Senior Center need volunteer drivers! 
J oin with 350 other volunteers who 
transport and escort fra il elderly living 
throughout King County to medical ap
pointments, hot lunch programs and 
other essential appointments. Volun
teers u se their own vehicles and choose 
the days, times and areas they wish 
drive - the program is very flex.ibl 
Drivers a re reimbursed for mileage 
and pa rking expenses, and receive sup
plemental liabili ty insurance. To vol
unteer, contact Cindy Zwar t, (206) 448-
5740. 

SENIOR HEALTH 'FLAIR' 
Des Moines Sen io r Center and 

Wesley Homes are jointly hosting a 
fun, energizing, and educational event 
for seniors . The focus is wellness, wi th 
preventative and educational informa
t ion as well as resources to promote 
healthy lifestyles. This fun and active 
health "flai r" will be held Wedn esday, 
June 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Wesley Homes Garden Plaza, 815 S. 
216th St. There will be door prizes, 
free health screenjngs, tasty nutrition
al treats and more. For more informa
t ion, please call the Des Moines Senior 
Center at (206) 878-1642, or Wesley 
Homes at (206) 824-5000. 

CITY JOB LINE: The City of Des 
Moines has a Job Line phone number 
for persons seeking information about 
available positions with the City. 
Please call: (206) 870-6593. 



Spring Break 
Day Camp 
April 12 - 16 

Monday - Friday 
7 a.m. - 6 p.m . 

Field House 

Kids can look forward to fun fi eld 
trips and excursions, theme.-based a.rts 
& cra fts projects, a nd mteractl~e 
group games and activities. Camp IS 

based oul of the Fi eld House, 1000 S. 
220th St. and opera tes da ily from 7 
a. m. to 6 p.m. Morning and afternoon 
snacks a rc provided but kids shou ld 
bring the ir own lunch a nd a dri~k. 
On ly 50 spaces arc avail able, so ~1gn 
up early. Pre-registra tion is requ1red 

uc to space avai labi lity and staffing 
atios. Sorry - no schola rships a re 

ava ilable a t th is time. Call (206) 870-
6527 for· information or stop by t he 
Field House at 1000 S. 220th . St. 

Dogs AND Cats 
Must Be Licensed 

P lease be a responsible pet owner 
and keep current li cense tags on your 
dogs and cats so they can be returned 
home when they become lost ins tead of 
taken to the shelte r. 

The a nnual pet li cense fees a re $10 
for an altered (spayed or net:tered) dog 
or cat, a nd $20 for an unaltered dog or 
cat . Dog licenses are du e January 1, 
a nd a re valid J a nua ry through 
December. Cat licenses a re required 
in the City beginning July 1, 1999. 
and a re valid th rough June. 

If t he licenses a re purchased 60 
days late, a $5 late fee is added; if 120 
days late, a $10 late fee is adde? . 
Sen ior citizens 65 a nd over may obtam 
lifetime licenses for their a ltered pets 
a no charge. 

Pet licenses may be purchased at 
City Hall , through the ma il, a t the 
King Cou nty Animal Shelter, or from 
the Animal Control Officer from t he 
truck. 

SURFACE 

WATER NEWS 
ABOUT OUR STREAMS 

TI 
the next severa l ar t icles we will 

e featuring the cha1·acteristics of 
ne or two of our city's stream s. 

Des Moines has a total of eight stream 
systems that a re either partially . or 
fully located within current C1~y 
boundaries. Each of these systems I S 

unique in its own right. The st ream 
systems, listed from north to south 
a re: 

• Normandy Creek which is actual
ly in Normandy Park (headwaters. is 
Arrow Lake) but receives a substanttal 
amount of runoff from the North Hill 
a rea; . 

• Des Moines Creek which drams 
from t he City of SeaTac and the 
SeaTac Airport to Des Moines Beach 
Pa rk; 

• Massey Creek which follows 
Kent-Des Moin es Road from Pacific 
Highway South and empties into the 
Sound just south of Anthony's Home 
Port; 

• Barnes Creek wh ich drains into 
Massey Creek near Kent-Des Moines 
Road just west of 12th Avenue S. 

• McSorley Creek which has two 
major branches a nd drains to 
Saltwater State Park; 

• Woodmont Creek which follows 
Woodmont Drive and outfalls to the 
Sound near S. 268th Street; 

• Redondo Creek which follows 
Redondo Drive and outfall s to th e 
Sound neaT Salty's; a nd 

• Cold Creek which empt ies to the 
Sound at the south end of the Redondo 
Beach Boa rdwalk. 

NORMANDY CREEK 
The Normandy Creek basin is ap

proxi mate ly 800 acres in size, of which 
a lmost 40% or 310 acres is located 
within the Des Moines city limits. 
Drainage is collected from four pipe 
systems which flow from the North 
Hi ll area to a single pipe trunk that 
crosses 1st Avenue at roughly S. 197th 
Street and drains directly to Arrow 
Lake. 

From t he lake, water is conveyed 

cha nnel then flows for another 1,500 
feet before d ischarging into the Natm e 
Tra ils Park Detention Facili ty (which 
was built to reduce stream eros ion). 
From the detention facility the creek 
flows for another 1,600 feet through a 
steep ravine with unstable side slop.es, 
and then flattens out before passmg 
through a seawall to Puget Sound. 

A detention/infiltration pond at S. 
200th Street was constructed by the 
Washington S tate Departm~nt of 
Tra nsportation solely to detam the 
ru noff from 1st Avenue S. (State Route 
509). The pond is presently owned and 
operated by the City of Normandy 
Park. When the water reaches a cer
tain elevation in t he pond, a pump is 
turned on and the pond wate r is 
pumped into the pipe trunk leading to 
Arrow La ke. During extreme s tor m 
events the pump is turned ofT and the 
intersection at 1st Avenue S. and S. 
200th Street is a llowed to fl ood. This 
is because t he outflow pipe from Arrow 
Lake is overcome, which increases the 
level of the lake and endangers the 
lakefront properties with flooding. 

A basin p lan was prepared by the 
City of Norm andy Park in 1992 to ad
dress the flooding of the 1st Avenue S. 
IS. 200th Street intersection, stream 
erosion in Normandy Creek, the water 
quality of Arrow Lake, 4th Place S. 
fl ooding, Arrow Lake flooding and u~
grading th e major pipe trunks m 
North Hi ll a rea . Such improvements 
include replacement of the trunklines 
and the outlet pipe from Arrow Lake, 
expansion of the 1st Avenue ~- pon.d, 
and building a regional detentiOn facil
ity nea r Arrow Lake to control flooding 
and to t reat t he water. 

Des Moines made a first step to
ward implementing the basin plan by 
replacing th e S. 204th Street ~runkl.ine 
last year. This trunkline proJect elim
inates the flooding that was persis tent 
at 4th Place S. and S. 204th S treet . 
Des Moines and Normandy Park will 
be working cooperatively over the next 
severa l yea rs to implement the pro
jects identified in their plan . 

through 1,500 feet of pipe before emp- N ext Article: Des Moines Creek 
tying into Normandy Creek. The 
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DES MOINES CITY COUNCIL 

Scou Thomasson 
Maror 

Terry Brazil 
Ma.)Or ProTem 

Dave Kaplan 
Council member 

Robert Sheckler 
Council member 

Dan Sherman Gary Towc Don Wasson 
Council member Council member Council member 

C ITY COUNC IL HIGHLI GHTS 

Approved the following ord· 
inances: 
• Ord. 1226 relating to mu
nicipal finance, creating a 
new police drug for feit ure 
fund and amends the 1998 
Budget. 
• Ord . 1227 updates City 
business license regulations . 
• Ord. 1228 authorizes the 
Finance Director, with ap
proval of the City Manager to 
make loans between various 
City funds a nd requiring rat
ifi cation of such inter fund 
loans by the City Council. 

Approved the following reso
lutions: 
• Res. No. 857 a pproving a 
subdivision and final plat of 
Courtyard at Zenith. 
• Res. No. 858 adopting the 
1999 general employee pay 
schedule. 
• Res. No. 859 approving th e 

proposed merger of TCI and 
AT& T. 

Made the following appoint
ments fo r 1999: 
• Councilmember Bob Sheck
ler, 1999 representative to 
t he Airpor t Com muni t ies 
Coalit ion. 
• Couneilmember Dan Sher
man, 1999 representative to 
the South County Area 
Tra nsportation Board. 

Approved the following agree
ments I bids I contracts: 
• Agreement wit h King 
County for King County 
Youth Sports Facilities 
Grants. 
• 1999 Agreement with the 
Regional Commission on 
Airport Affairs. 
• Contract for professiona l 
engineering design services 
for t he 1999 Arteri al 

Spring Boat Fair May 8 

Mai ntena nce Project with 
Ha rding Lawson Associates 
Infrastructure, Inc. fo r 
$35,539.17, plus a 10% con
t ingency. 
• SR 509 Part nershi p Fund
ing Plan Agreement. 

In other action: 
• Began discussion and re
view of a draft ordina nce reg
ulating it inerant mobile ven
dors. 

• Began public hearing 
process on 1998 Zoning Map 
Cha nges. 
• Approved pre-design ele
ments of the Pacific Highway 
South Project. 
• Denied approval of a pro
posed rate increase by Sea 
Tac Disposal. 
• Reviewed the Lakehaven 
Utility District Draft Com
prchens i ve Water System 
Pla n. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
April 3 . .. .. . .. Spring Egg Hunt 

April 7 .... . ... Des Moines University, Water Smart 
Gardening and Landscaping 

April 28-30 .... Spring Clean Collection Event 

Ma y 13 . ....... Public Hearing, Block Grant Policies 

J une 10 . . ... . . Public Hearing, Six Year Transportation Plan 

On May 8, the Des 
Moines Ch a mber of 
Commerce and t he Des 
Moines Ma rina will wel
come the opening of 
boating season by spon
soring t h e annua l 
Spring Boat Fair. The 
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traditional Ma rine Swap Meet will 
start at 8 a.m . Like last year, trai lered 
boats will be a llowed in t he swap meet 
and they will be able to stay through 
Sunday. The annual Classic Yachts on
the-water boat sale will start on 
Saturday morning. The U.S . Coast 
Gua rd Auxiliary will also be at t he fa ir 
promoting safe boating. 
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